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make your home-coming all that you desire. By way of pre-
sents you shall have the loveliest and most precious of the
treasures that my palace holds. I am giving you a mixing-bowl
of wrought metal. It is solid silver, with a rim of gold round the
top, and was made by Hephaestus himself. I had it from my
royal friend, the King of Stdon, when I put up under his roof
on my journey home. And now I wish it to be yours.'
The lord Menelaus then handed him the two-handled cup,
while his valiant son Megapenthes brought forward the shining
silver bowl he had described and set it before him. Helen of the
lovely cheeks stood by with the robe in her hands and made him
her own adieu: ^ook, dear child, I too have a gift for you here,
a keepsake from Helen, made by her own hands. It is for your
bride to wear when the longed-for day of your wedding arrives.
Till then let it lie at home in your mother's care. And now I wish
you a happy return to your own country and your pleasant
house.'
With that, Helen handed the robe to Telemachus, who ac-
cepted it Joyfully. Prince Peisistratus took charge of the gifts
' and noted their excellence with silent admiration as he stowed
them in the body of the chariot. Red-haired Menelaus then led
the way for them into the house and the two young men sat
down. A maid brought water in a fine golden jug and poured it
out over a silver basin so that they could rinse their hands. Next
she drew a polished table to their side, and the staid housekeeper
brought some bread and set it by them with a choice of dainties,
helping them liberally to all she could offer. Eteoneus stood by
and carved the meat into helpings, while the great Menelaus'
son poured out their wine. And so they fell to on the good
things spread before them.
When they had satisfied their hunger and thirst, Telemachus
and Nestor's noble son yoked their horses, mounted their gaily
painted chariot, and drove out by the gateway and its echoing
portico. Red-haired Menelaus walked along after them with a
golden cup of mellow wine in his right hand, to enable his guests
to make a drink-offering before they left. He went up to their

